Travelling through a city was (and remains) a routine experience for many people, but direct information on such movements is hard to uncover for the more distant past. This paper uses selected diaries to explore the ways in which urban residents interacted with and responded to the spaces through which they travelled in late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century England. It is argued that while some types of travel and associated environments did generate strong responses that diarists felt worth recording, for the most part urban travel was unproblematic and unremarkable and was therefore rarely remarked upon in life writing.
Introduction
In both the past and the present movement is a ubiquitous and important part of everyday life for most people. It is usually taken for granted that it is possible to move freely through an urban area in order to undertake the complex range of activities that form an essential part of people's lives.
Through such travel we also encounter, often on a daily basis, a range of city spaces and environments. Together, these form a landscape that becomes part of everyday life itself. There has been extensive research on mobility, environment and the city in a contemporary context, often employing ethnographic research methods, 1 but investigating these features for past societies is much more problematic. Because such movement is for most of the time both mundane and taken for granted, it is rarely recorded. 2 Moreover, those occasions that are noted may be recorded because they were unusual. This can give a misleading perspective on mobility in the past. In this (Aldershot, 2005) for one approach to reconstructing twentieth-century mobilities using mainly oral evidence, but this does not explicitly explore environmental engagement.
3 paper I seek to uncover some aspects of the experience of everyday mobility in a selection of English towns and cities in the nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries, focusing especially on the ways in which urban travellers interacted with some of the spaces through which they passed. There are two principal aims: first, to demonstrate the strengths and weaknesses of using diaries as a source for examining mobility in nineteenth-and twentieth-century Britain; and, second, to explore the nature and complexity of individual interactions with the urban environment that were generated during travel. I argue that existing evidence about urban mobility and engagement with urban space often comes principally from literary and elite sources. 3 While not negating the value of such evidence, I
suggest that the use of diaries written by non-elite authors, with no intention of publication or wider circulation, can provide a rather different and more nuanced perspective. The sources used in this analysis are a series of personal diaries that have been analysed specifically for their content on mobility, how it relates to urban space, and the ways in which it constructs the diarists' everyday lives. To date such sources have only rarely been used to examine urban mobility of any kind.
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There are many different ways of approaching this subject matter, and this paper does not attempt to review them in detail. Five key themes are briefly discussed to provide context and illustrate the range and scope of research. Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, 126 (1975) , 149-68. 5 For a more extended discussion in the context of nineteenth-century British cities see C. Pooley, 'Patterns on the ground: urban form, residential structure and the social construction of space', in M. Daunton (ed.), Cambridge Urban History volume III: 1840 -1950 (Cambridge, 2000 Similar themes have more recently been explored in the context of 'Psychogeography': a concept that is not in itself particularly new but has become increasingly common currency among some academics and writers in the twenty-first century. 10 Although interpreted in a variety of different ways by various authors, psychogeography focuses primarily on the ways in which people relate to the environment through which they pass (often, though not exclusively, when walking) and emphasises the emotions generated by our full range of senses including feelings of nostalgia, fear, attachment and sense of place. This paper is informed by all these approaches, but also seeks to develop a practical framework within which our understanding of how past urban residents engaged with urban spaces can be analysed. ', Theory, Culture & Society, 26 (2009), 45-70; M. Coverley, Psychogeography (Harpenden, 2010) .
5
Drawing loosely on the work of Lefebvre I structure the paper around selected 'practices' and meanings associated with the spaces through which people travelled in the past. 11 I identify five sets of interactions or meanings associated with the uses of urban space, and illustrate them with accounts of everyday travel in English cities from the 1840s to the 1940s drawn from life writing. The concepts I use can be summarised as:
 Emotional spaces: urban spaces to which people feel a particular attachment or with which they identify specific feelings, be that (for example) feelings of love, fear, alienation or wonder. These may be generated either by the space itself or the activities undertaken (or some combination of the two).
 Spaces of discovery: environments or localities which are particularly associated with fresh experiences, new discoveries and the acquisition of knowledge. These might include institutions dedicated to the provision of knowledge (museums, libraries etc.) or locations and events that expose the traveller to something new.
 People in spaces: people are present in almost all urban spaces, but this aspect focuses specifically on the ways in which people and their activities influenced the reactions of those travelling through the city.
 Constraining spaces: those spaces that either directly restrict access (for instance by legal constraints and/or physical barriers), or from which some people feel excluded and in which they would feel uncomfortable, and thus do not attempt to enter them.
 Utilitarian spaces: those spaces that are associated primarily, though not only, with the most mundane necessities of everyday life, such as homes, workplaces, and routes regularly travelled.
Each of these concepts is not mutually exclusive, and they interact with each other. For instance, a particular location may provide both utility and emotional attachment (the home), other spaces may generate feelings of fear and thus also constrain access, and the characteristics and activities of other people will to a degree influence all spaces. However, I suggest that this framework provides a useful structure within which to analyse the ways in which in which people engaged with urban space as they traversed the city. The nature and extent of one's reaction to particular characteristics of urban space would also have been influenced by other factors. These may include some combination of the mode of transport used, the journey purpose, travelling companions, weather at the time of the journey, characteristics of the environment and the novelty of the trip. For instance, 6 in almost any environment the experience of walking alone at night will be different from that of travelling by car or with companions by day. In this paper selected examples are drawn from a range of diaries to illustrate these themes and, especially, to examine the extent and complexity of potential meanings associated with even mundane journeys. Because everyday mobility is a taken-for-granted and mundane activity it is unlikely that all such movement will be recorded in a diary. There is a tendency for diaries to focus on those aspects of daily life that are different from the norm, rather than relating every detail of a daily routine. Thus there is a real risk that the picture we get of mobility from any life writing is one that focuses disproportionately on the unusual or problematic, rather than on the routine and everyday. As with most historical research, there is little that we can do about these source constraints other than being fully aware of them during analysis and interpretation of the data. This paper arises from a long-term project that is using a range of different types of life writing to examine both residential migration and everyday mobility in the past. In total I have so far examined some 30 items of life writing (mainly diaries but also including life histories and letters), but for this paper I draw on six diaries written during the century after 1840 to examine some of the ways in which urban travellers engaged with the spaces through which they passed. These diaries have been selected because they cover a range of times and locations, and because they all contain reasonably rich material on urban mobility. Basic characteristics of the diarists are given in Table 1 She would have had far fewer travel options than the diarists who lived in larger urban areas.
Sources and methods

Contemporary
16
Emotional spaces
A significant proportion of the contemporary literature on mobility focuses on the feelings and emotions that are generated while travelling, be that the attachment to landscape while walking, the kinaesthetic associations with speed while cycling or the feelings of power and control that may be generated when driving. 17 However, the diarists studied rather rarely specifically associated everyday travel with strong feelings or emotions. If such feelings were generated they were not felt of sufficient importance to be recorded. Diarists most often recorded their feelings on journeys that were unusual, surprising or which exposed them to new experiences. Unusual, or especially entertaining, travelling companions could also elicit stronger than usual feelings about a journey.
Examples from three diarists illustrate the point. exploring the embodied geographies of urban walking ', Social and Cultural Geography, 11 (2010) Similarly, in Manchester, Ida Berry frequently recorded walks that she enjoyed, but they generated extra pleasure when she was in the presence of her group of close friends (mainly, though not exclusively, male).
After Chapel at night I went for a long walk with Harry and Norman, it was a glorious moonlight night, and we did have some fun. Harry made us roar, we met Ruby and Sam down 'Pine Road' and then we all went together down the back streets of Didsbury, and then we lost them, and Harry and Norman brought me home.
20
Ida and her sister were also keen cyclists and frequently commented on the enjoyment generated by rides around south Manchester, especially relishing feelings of speed and recording that she 'scorched home'.
21
The diarists studied recorded feelings of apprehension or fear even less frequently than they recorded particular pleasure, and few journeys of any sort led to serious mishaps, though routine missed trains or buses and delays due to weather were not uncommon. 22 Even when mishaps occurred this did not seem to alter the travel behaviour of the diarists in that they invariably However, these were rare events and she travelled frequently in this way subsequently and did not register any further fears. Evidence from diaries and other accounts increasingly suggests that independent travel by women in nineteenth and early-twentieth century Britain was not as uncommon or problematic as has sometimes been suggested. 27 The female diarists studied here certainly moved around the city with minimal constraints and difficulties. When travelling through unfamiliar locations none of the diarists studied so far expressed any real fear, only curiosity (see below). This could be because they mostly travelled through places in which they expected to be comfortable, but even when in totally unfamiliar territory apprehension and fear were not emotions that were recorded. Analysis of these diaries does not provide evidence that interactions with urban space by the diarists were largely free from emotional attachments, either of pleasure or apprehension, but it does suggest that such feelings were rarely felt to be sufficiently strong, important or unusual to be recorded in a diary. Where they were recorded the emotional responses were often more to do with the company they kept than with the spaces through which they passed. They certainly did not seem to be one of the prime factors that structured movement around the city.
Spaces of discovery
Urban space can be viewed with new eyes in a variety of different ways. For the migrant, arrival in a fresh location obviously provides almost unlimited opportunities for exploration and discovery, but even for the long-term urban resident new experiences were not uncommon. These could be generated by (for instance) specific one-off events, such as an exhibition; by visits to new locations; by trips to museums or galleries that educate; by a young diarist being given more freedom and autonomy during their teenage years; or by being with particular companions and thus viewing something familiar through new eyes. In this sense the city provides almost unlimited opportunities for stimulation and discovery, and specific experiences may generate long-term memories that associate particular places and spaces with discovery and exploration. From diaries there is no way of knowing if the events recorded did in fact make a lasting impression on the diarist, but the diaries do indicate that they were of sufficient import to be noted at the time. The notion of using a diary to record new discoveries is, perhaps, most obvious in the many travel diaries and associated travel writing that exist, and is one of the commonest contexts in which diaries were written. L. Sanchez and I went to the "Shipperies Exhibition. Got there at ½ past 3.p.m. We went by Lime St. Station. We had such fun and it was jolly. I liked the Viennese Lady's band as well as anything. They play splendidly and are all dressed in white with dark blue satin bodices. The grounds are very nicely laid out and there were some very good bands playing. Lizzie and I both bought a Geonoese silver bracelet in the Italy section. We did not go into the Indian Village. You have to pay 6d to go in, and they have all sorts of performances. We saw lots of Indians, but we think Lappo have gone as could'nt find them. We left about 9. p.m.
32
Sometimes new discoveries were made by accident, as when Elizabeth Lee found a new music shop as she was temporarily lost in Birkenhead (normally quite familiar territory). She was clearly pleased with this new discovery, though there is no evidence in the diary that she ever deliberately returned to that location: 'Lost my way coming down, and found such a nice music-shop, bought some music arriving in the city, but also just a few months later the way in which she set about deliberately exploring the city. She meticulously recorded her travel around the city and found much to surprise and impress her. Presumably some such experiences also provided lasting memories, especially as she invariably found new areas more attractive and interesting than she anticipated (though we do not know how much prior knowledge she had or how this was gained). Feelings of fear or apprehension were almost never recorded. These themes are explored more fully elsewhere. 
People in spaces
As some of the extracts above have already shown, it was not only the physical characteristics of urban spaces that made an impression on travellers, but also the people and activities that were found within them. Indeed, the same space could take on a different aspect and meaning depending on who was there and what was occurring. Such differences were also linked to the natural rhythms of the city with, for instance, night and day sometimes creating rather different feelings of association or apprehension, though even at night (as noted above) feelings of fear were very rarely expressed by any of the diarists.
In 1859 the 17 year old John Lee travelled from Burnley to Liverpool (to stay with an Aunt), and then later took an excursion by steamer to North Wales. Some of the most notable aspects of these journeys appeared to relate to the people he travelled with rather than the journeys themselves or the places through which he passed. Thus he commented on the crowds on the trains to Liverpool, and the delay this caused: 'Got up to go by the cheap trip to Liverpool. We had to wait nearly two hours at the station, there were so many people going they had to get extra trains.' 38 He also recorded the fact that most of his travelling companions on the journey to North Wales spoke only Welsh. He clearly found this strange and slightly off-putting, and was obviously not something he had encountered or considered before:
As we came near Mostyn nothing but the dingy chimney and smoke of a coal pit presented itself to our view. All the passengers along with myself rushed into the only public house there was to be seen and we had to stay there till the steamer went back again. They spoke nothing but the Welsh language both in the public house and on the steamer.
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The young Elizabeth Lee also frequently travelled alone, mostly by train. She rarely commented on the places through which she passed but more often made observations about her travelling in Long Preston (Yorkshire) but apart from saying the journey was 'nice' (a favourite commendation) the most notable aspect of the trip seemed to be her fellow passengers. Like John Lee at much the same age she found people who were foreign to her as distinctive though, unlike John Lee, she found them comical rather than slightly off-putting: 'Uncle George took me to the station today. Had a very nice journey. The carriage I was in was full of Americans and they were so comical. Arrived at L'preston about 5 p.m.'
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As noted above Elizabeth took great interest in the opening of the Mersey railway tunnel in 1886.
She travelled through it by train (alone) on the day it opened and was particularly impressed not by the engineering work or the speed of crossing (though the lift was novel), but by the crowds of people and, especially, the men she encountered on the platform: 'Such a lot of gentleman in the station. It was so jolly but I got nearly squashed to death'. bus'. 44 The presence of boys and girls on the same school bus was clearly an attractive novelty. It is likely that these otherwise routine journeys would be remembered for some time by Catherine because of the combination of people she encountered and events that occurred.
Constraining spaces
Those most likely to feel severely restricted and constrained in some urban spaces are also likely to be amongst the most marginalised and deprived members of the population. Those who feel unwelcome, or who are physically excluded from some urban spaces and places, are most likely to be outsiders as defined by the majority urban population. Such differences may be constructed by ethnicity, religion, poverty, age, gender or any other attributes that single them out as different and therefore make their presence unwelcome or uncomfortable. 45 As noted above, past diarists are most often drawn from the ranks of those with some education, time and resources, and thus are not fully representative of those members of society most likely to feel constrained by some aspects of urban space. However, that does not mean that the diarists never encountered constraints, and many poorer areas of the city would probably have been unknown territory for most middle-class diarists. Other constraints were related to age and gender: although as noted above all the female diarists studied travelled frequently, freely, and often alone at most times of the day and night, there were also boundaries that could limit their movements.
Like most teenage girls, at times Elizabeth Lee found home, parents and domestic duties frustrating.
For the most part she was given a great deal of freedom, possibly because she was the eldest and her mother was preoccupied with her numerous younger brothers, and her domestic duties were relatively small, but she frequently complained when she was asked to do more, or if she felt her mother was not treating her fairly: 'Have had a dreadful day baking and Ma going on to me all day about nothing. Saying we did no work whilst she was away and we did everything she wanted us too except wash 3 blankets.' 
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Elizabeth argued with her mother much more than with her father. He rarely interfered in her activities and only very occasionally sought to moderate her behaviour or restrict her movements.
However, there were a few instances when Elizabeth was caught out, admonished for her behaviour and/or movements temporarily restricted. This occurred most frequently early in the diary when Elizabeth was still relatively young, as on this occasion in 1884 when she was aged 17 and stayed late at the house of a friend: 'It was nearly 12 p.m. when I went home for we had all been talking about mesmerism. James was going to take me home but who should I meet but Pa when I got outside the gate, so he did'nt. Pa was angry at me stopping so late. Did enjoy myself.'
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Although sometimes diarists moderated their travel behaviour due to the weather this was usually of their own volition. However, on one occasion Elizabeth's mother intervened and prevented her daughter going out in bad weather, even though Elizabeth herself was obviously keen to go: 'There was a short service tonight but Ma would not let me go as it was such a windy and bad night. I
should have liked to have gone very much.'
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Ida Berry experienced few restrictions: she travelled widely around south Manchester and used a great variety of forms of transport. Although occasionally she voluntarily stayed in due to the weather, she recorded no instances where her mother (a widow) restricted her movements.
However, there was one short period during the diary when her mother had a suitor of whom Ida did not entirely approve. Whenever he visited Ida and her sister absented themselves so, in this instance, home influences were generating unwanted movement rather than preventing mobility:
'Mother had a pick-up in at 8 o'clock so Maud and I walked to All Saints and got there at 9.30, it was a lovely evening and we enjoyed the walk. We got on the top of the tram and arrived home about 10.30'; 49 and 'That man came again, so afterwards we walked to Fallowfield and came back on the top of the tram'.
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Rhona Little recorded few restrictions imposed by home before she left for London, but her attitude to home, and the value she placed on independent living in London, was stressed by diary entries she made in the run up to war in 1938. Although this was a major topic of discussion among her friends and colleagues, Rhona was adamant that she would stay in London. The implication is that she could not face returning to the more restrictive environment of a small town in Northern Even after the outbreak of war Rhona remained in London throughout the blitz and despite the inconveniences and near misses often seemed to enjoy the excitement and camaraderie of fire watching and gathering in bomb shelters, though she did also welcome occasional breaks when visiting a friend in the country.
The male diarists studied recorded constraints to mobility, be it at home or in public spaces, even less frequently than the female diarists. Whether this is a real difference, or simply an unwillingness of male diarists to record such instances is impossible to tell. The only experiences that could be interpreted as at all constraining tended to relate to the minor inconveniences encountered when travelling, blamed by the diarists on either the configuration of public space and/or on the number and composition of the people inhabiting those spaces.
Utilitarian spaces
It is perhaps not surprising that much analysis of mobility and travel focuses on those experiences that were unusual or memorable in some way. Indeed, the previous sections of this paper have The six diaries analysed in this paper were, in part, selected because they did contain some more detailed information on mobility alongside the frequent mundane entries such as those listed above.
In the larger sample of diaries consulted so far many only contain simple factual information about movement and thus, it can be suggested, further support the argument that most everyday journeys were unremarkable, or at least were not thought sufficiently interesting to record more than the fact that the journey occurred. However, the fact that a journey was mundane and uneventful does not necessarily mean that it was unimportant. It is the everyday utilitarian trips that we all make regularly that allow us to carry out our lives, and the fact that they are not recorded in a diary (or are only briefly noted) does not necessarily mean that they did not have significance. Thus, to understand more completely everyday mobility in the past using diary evidence (the only evidence that is available in most cases), it is important to recognize and to seek to interpret, the absences as well as the presences. The vast majority of routine journeys may generate only sparse factual entries in a diary, but without such travel the diarists could not have lived their lives, and in turn had the experiences that were recorded in more detail.
Conclusions
It is not possible to draw broad or generalised conclusions from the analysis of just six diaries in one short paper, and I do not intend to do so. It is also difficult to make comparisons between the six can be used to study aspects of mobility (for instance newspapers, surveys and some twentiethcentury censuses), 57 none of these provide personal testimonies that match evidence found in diaries that have been written mainly on a daily basis, and most focus only on travel to and from work.
What this analysis does demonstrate is that these six personal diaries can yield some information about everyday mobility and that, as today and unsurprisingly, such travel could generate a wide variety of experiences and emotions. The framework outlined at the start of the paper has also proved useful in identifying different interactions with urban space, although there are overlaps between the categories used. Obviously, the technologies and opportunities for travel changed over time in tune with much wider changes in economy, society and culture; but responses to everyday travel (as recorded in these diaries) remained much the same over time, between men and women, in different social classes and locations. All the diarists lived in or near urban areas and regularly travelled through towns and cities. However, they also ventured out of urban areas and there is little to suggest that responses to everyday travel changed markedly when they did so.
What these six diaries also demonstrate is that, for these travellers, interactions with urban space only rarely generated a strong response, and that most everyday travel was unremarkable. This was true for both the male and female diarists studied, and for all locations and time periods examined. This is not to argue that travellers never developed or experienced strong attachments to urban 1914 ,' Urban History, 42(2015 , 70-88.
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space, or encountered situations that were difficult when travelling. Some of these have been outlined above. But based on the evidence of these diaries, and others not cited in which almost all entries about travel are purely factual, such occasions were very rare or, at least, rarely recorded. It may not be very interesting to claim that nothing much happened and that engagement with urban space (in these diaries at least) was mostly mundane and utilitarian, but from the limited information available that does seem to be the case. Although the diarists did react to the places and people they encountered when travelling, and were sometimes inconvenienced by the situations in which they found themselves, such events did not seem to be the defining features of their lives, and rarely shaped or influenced future travel. On this basis, I argue that we should be cautious about ascribing too many meanings to the everyday interactions with urban space that were undertaken in the past. This is important because it provides a counterpoint to evidence drawn from more literary and cultural sources that often places greater emphasis on both negative and positive interpretations of interaction with urban space. 58 This may also seem to contradict evidence from those, also mainly literary writers, who deliberately employ 'psychogeography' to explore urban space through walking, 59 but such specific explorations are very different from the myriad everyday journeys that most people routinely undertake. It is such journeys that this paper has been concerned with, and for the most part these appear to have been both unremarkable and unremarked upon.
